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There is something innocent in all children that makes them kick at a stone lying in their path. From this
humble instinct, the world’s greatest sport soccer has come to dominate the cultural landscape. Exactly
when and where soccer began is disputable. Whether it was the Greeks or Romans, the Chinese or

Japanese, there is evidence that they all played it approximately 3,000 years ago.
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However, for the first 2,000 years, soccer more likely resembled a fierce battle with no rules. In fact, there is
evidence that the game may have started as military training, and may have been played with the head of a

defeated enemy rather than a ball!
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So violent was the game that, starting in the 1300s, English and Scottish Kings banned it. However, in 1815
rules were adopted that permitted civilized play. During the following decades, the rules were refined. No

longer could one handle the ball with one’s hands, nor could you trip or kick your opponent.
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From these primitive beginning, soccer has evolved into world’s most popular sport. It is played in scores of
countries by millions of people. Professional teams play for hundreds of millions of dollars and children play

it in parks around the world.
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The single greatest event in soccer is the World Cup, which is played every four years. In a contest that lasts
weeks, teams from around the world compete for the title of world champion. Spectators line up for days
to buy tickets, and even well before entering the arena, their enthusiasm is similar to a battle cry. Maybe

much has changed about soccer, but much is still the same.
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—by Murray Walker

Vocabulary

disputable [ ° dispjuteb!] adj. H 5 LK); AHE K
approximately [s * praksemrtit] adv. Ki; ¥F
primitive [ ~ primativ] adj. JE#5H

arena [ "rina] n. (ARG WARERD tLIEy, wHds

More Information

innocent [ ~ tnesnt] adj. KE, Halif
adopt [0 ° dapt] v. KHL; F4H

civilized [ ° s1ve latzd] adj. CHIf, JHLK)
refine [r1 * farn] v. (18483, fUhh) 2ol 5638
trip [trip] v. 2k, 2k15)

scores [skorz] of : ¥%,JL+ very many
spectator [spek " tete] n. (HLEEZEMHD) WA



