Ju Ming, A Master and His Art B ARSI RN R4

Few sculptors have had as much influence on modern art as the legendary Taiwanese artist Ju Ming. He
was born into a poor family in Miaoli in 1938. At age 15, he served as an apprentice for the esteemed

wood craftsman Lee Chin-chuan. For the next three years and four months, Ju Ming worked tirelessly,

learning the fundamentals of carving and painting.
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Later, he would study under the iconic Taiwanese sculptor Yuyu Yang. Master Yang instructed him to empty
his mind of all techniques and find inspiration from within. As a result, Ju Ming came up with his own

artistic philosophy: “Live fully and observe closely.”
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In his Taichi Series, Ju Ming used large, bronze sculptures to capture the spirit of this gentle martial art. His
sculpture “Single Whip” reflects the balance of action and silence that Taichi practitioners strive to achieve.

The inspiration for his other famous collection, Living World Series, came when Ju Ming observed the

diversity of people in New York City. He used small, wooden sculptures to explore the lives of ordinary
people. Ju Ming hopes that people who see his Living World sculptures will create their own stories about

them, or perhaps recall memories from their own lives.
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At age 72, Ju Ming is still dedicated to his art. Like Pinocchio’s Gepetto, Ju Ming continue to take lifeless

materials and bring them to life, delighting his fans around the world. To see Ju Ming’s artwork up close,

visit the Juming Museum in Chinshan, Taipei County.
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— by Jamie Blackler
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craftsman [ * kraeftsmen] n. £ 1; 5lT; L2
iconic [a1 * kanik] adj. FrEPER

empty [~ empt] v. 5 A4

diversity [da1 * vasetr] n. £

up close: iz % at close range

come up with (%) @45) 28 H

strive [stratv] v. (CR3RTSEYIM) %577, &t
tirelessly [ ° tarrlisl] adv. A~ ABa; A H
fundamental [ fando ~ ment!] n. FEAE N (EJEEL

carve [karv] v. ZI, FfEZ)

More Information

legendary [ * ledzend ert] adj. fEUif; 1EE M
apprentice [0 * prents] n. 4, 4t
esteemed [o * stimd] adj. 3% A\ ZH 1
practitioner [preek " tiffena] n. ¥ |, Sk



