Puzzling Puzzles #HEFF, BETLR

Have you ever done a wasgij or a photomosaic? Or are you feeling puzzled? Well, maybe you haven’t

puzzled over a wasgij, but chances are you’ve pieced together a jigsaw puzzle.
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The jigsaw dates back to the 1760s, when London- based mapmaker John Spilsbury stuck one of his maps
to a sheet of wood. He cut around the borders of the countries, creating an educational game that would
help schoolchildren learn geography. Later, manufacturers would use different materials, like plywood and
cardboard, and experiment with diverse designs. Soon, jigsaws were more than a learning tool; they

became a popular pastime.
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Over the years, jigsaws grew more complicated, with more pieces. So-called impossipuzzles have repetitive
designs, like Smarties or baked beans, and are extremely difficult to solve. There’s even a picture-less jigsaw,

as well as 3D puzzles of globes, cities, and skyscrapers.
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Are you still confused about the wasgij? Well, it’s a “cult jigsaw.” The picture on the box shows a different
perspective than the puzzle inside. In case you hadn’t noticed, wasgij is jigsaw spelled backwards! The
photomosaic might also have you scratching your head. Close up, many varied little images are visible, but

from a distance, the eye sees one single complete picture.
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Alternatively, you could try the world’s largest jigsaw, with 24,000 pieces! For those without the space for a
puzzle of these dimensions, try an online jigsaw instead. There are numerous options for jigsaw fun. So

don’t fall to pieces — take a deep breath and start solving the puzzle piece by piece!
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http://www.wasgij.co.uk/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Photographic_mosaic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Spilsbury_(mapmaker)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smarties
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puzz-3D

BRIN, AT Al LB . A3V 2 BRIt R R 5 2, i USRI R DR, Sa sk IR IR
THiE— b b pE it e

—by Alice Davis

Vocabulary

puzzle over: i R,y KAJiMTH try to solve
border [ * borde] n. L%, Ak, EH

cardboard [ * kard bord] n. 4%

diverse [da1 * vas] adj. ZFZFER; 2L
complicated [ * kample ketrd] adj. E4%M#1; Z5HE 1
so-called [ * so ~ kold] adj. FTiEHI; SHRH
skyscraper [ skar skrepa] n. BEREE, #imE Kk
perspective [pe * spektv] n. Fik, Mk

scratch [skraet]] v. I; %

alternatively [ol * tane tivir] adv. ZAR, i
dimension [d1 * menfen] n. (K, %, B, =KD R-F

fall to pieces: K75k, HIT, 115 to become emotionally upset

More Information

wasgij ['wazgidz] (n. HEEIKI—F)

photomosaic [ fotamo ~ zexk] n. 14 )74k &, MAHPHEE

plywood [ * plar,wusd] n. 4k AR

cult: [kalt] adj. 2% E FEARVGH [ 7655 2 BEAR /L4 T 1) an exclusive group of persons sharing an esoteric, usually

artistic or intellectual interest



