We Vend Almost Anything! JTRENL: fFAEBEHAEATE

Have you ever been thirsty or hungry, but far from a store? Have you ever wanted to catch up on the day’s

news, but been in too much of a rush to line up for your newspaper? Then maybe a vending machine has

come to your rescue.
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Vending machines are everywhere, in cafeterias, train stations, parks, and offices. In Japan, there’s one for
every 23 people! But this is nothing new. In fact, the first recognizable vending machine was invented in
the 1880’s in England, and it dispensed postcards. But, these machines have evolved a lot since then.
Nowadays, customers don’t even need cash to make their purchase. They can use credit and debit cards,
smart cards, or pay with their cell phones through the use of text messages. There’s even a vending

machine that provides free water, if you correctly answer a number of brainteasers!
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The items that can be bought have changed over the years, too, and some vending machines are stocked
up with more intriguing goods than cans of cola. There’s a “Let’s Pizza” machine, which will prepare and
bake your favorite Italian dinner in a matter of minutes. And there’s the “MedCentre Machine,” at which

you can collect medicine prescribed to you by your doctor.
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Perhaps the strangest of all, though, is the “Gold to Go” machine. As its name suggests, this machine, at the

Emirates Palace Hotel in Abu Dhabi, will issue you with gold bars or coins in return for your money.

However, it’s doubtful that the machine that vends gold bars will ever be as popular as the machines that

vend chocolate bars!
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—by Alice Davis
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Vocabulary

catch up on: 5%...354 2 to find out about something
vend [vend] v. i ISE

come to someone’s rescue: ff 4 to rescue or save someone or something
recognizable [ ° rekag naizeb!] adj. FIHFAM, TR A
credit [ kredit] n. {5H; RIK, WK

text [tekst] n. CA, JFC; PR

stock [stek] v. .08 , F7.. 0%

prescribe [pr1 * skraib] v. JFZ575; 4AER

in return {£4E4)

doubtful [ * dautfel] adj. & NAESER; ASHHEHR

More Information

dispense [d1 ~ spens] v. (FL#% H a0 #2 4L (T 2%
brainteaser [ * bren tiza] n. X i

stock up with: fi# % /299 to build up a supply of something

a matter of: K%j, /4 an amount that can be measured



