Chess: The Ultimate Brain Game  TEyEML: i /735 B &M Pk Bk

In the southwest corner of Washington Square Park, two elderly gentlemen sit across from each other,

playing a game. Although it’s a clear and sunny day, they’ve blocked out the beautiful scenery and the
sound of birds chirping — the board in front of them is all that matters. They’re playing a game that’s been

called the sport of kings: chess.
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Chess is a board game that pits two players against each other in a battle of wits. Chess and xianggi share
the same roots, as they are both derived from chaturanga, a 6th-century Indian game. But as chess and
xianggi evolved, they adopted different rules. In chess, both sides, white and black, start the game with

sixteen pieces: eight pawns, two bishops, two knights, two rooks, one queen, and one king. Each type of

piece has its own unique way that it can move across the board. For example, bishops move diagonally,
rooks traverse the board in straight lines, and knights travel in an L-shape. The object of the game is to

capture your opponent’s pieces and trap his king.
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The former Soviet Union dominated the sport and produced some of the finest players ever. For years,

Anatoly Karpov and his archrival Garry Kasparov dominated the international chess scene with aggressive

styles that capitalized on the opponent’s mistakes. An American child prodigy, Josh Waitzkin, also made a
big splash when he defeated his first grandmasters at the tender age of ten! No one knows where the next
great champ will come from, but someone will undoubtedly make all the right moves to become the next

king, or queen, of chess.
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— by Jamie Blackler
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pit: [pit] f#75 4 (+against) ] to set (a person or thing) against another in a fight, competition etc
wit [wrt] n. JEBERIHIE ), R

derive [d1 " ratv] v. fiTZEH, FH[ (+from) ]

pawn [pon] n. (EFESHHFHY) > 25

rook [ruk] n. [ EREE Ry ) H

diagonally [dar * aegenalr] adv. X1

archrival [art[ " rav] n. EEEXTF  a principal rival

scene [sin] n. [ 1] 7&3)%4  a sphere of activity

prodigy [ * pradad3i] n. A4, KA

Idiom

block out: ‘A~ 4H to ignore

capitalize [ ~ keepet! aizlon ... fl/...,

made a splash: 5|i2%3); A H to get a lot of public attention
tender age of: 4)jifi KA the young age of...



