Soaring Through the Sky TAEURH KITHRER: RiTE3)

Since the dawn of time, humans have dreamed of what it would be like to soar through the sky like our fine
feathered friends, the birds. Just imagine peacefully gliding over nature and looking down to see the world
from a completely new perspective. If this notion has your imagination soaring, you may want to try your
hand at an exciting sport called paragliding.
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Paragliding originated in the 1960s as a method of teaching parachutists how to land safely. So, instead of
jumping out of airplanes, trainees grabbed their parachutes and jumped from cliffs. Or, as an alternative,
they would tie a rope around their waist and get towed into the air by a vehicle. Pretty soon, the trainees
became more interested in these short flights than they were in jumping from planes, and paragliding was
born. In the following years, a special device, called a paraglider, was developed to improve the flights. A
paraglider consists of two parts: a canopy, which is the large fabric wing that keeps pilots in the air, and a
special harness, which is the apparatus they sit it. By the 1980s, paragliding had developed into a
full-fledged sport. Today, corporations sponsor top pilots as they aim to fly the farthest or perform

acrobatic, death-defying stunts in mid-air.
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With a little training, anyone can learn how to paraglide. After learning the basics in a classroom, you’ll
start by leaping from gentle hills until you’re accustomed to the feeling. From there, you can jump from

steeper cliffs and fly over more adventurous terrain. With paragliding, the sky’s the limit.
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—by Jamie Blackler

Vocabulary

dawn [don] n. Ffii a first appearance; a beginning
glide [glad] v. 5 #


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paragliding
http://www.macpara.com/index.php?lang=en

perspective [pa ~ spektv] n. Bk, M

notion [ * nofen] n. Mifx, AEk

paragliding [ * peers glardin] & EBk<-iz5h; #E FI<=IZ4)
parachutist [ * peero Jutst] n. Bk, <=it

trainee [tre * ni] n. ZiII#&

waist [west] n. i, fEEL

tow [to] v. ¥, Hi; A5

device [d1 * vais] n. %%, #E

canopy [~ kaenepi] n. (&E&AH)D ik

harness [ * harnis] n. &% =75

apparatus [ &eps "retes] n. ¥, HE
full-fledged [ * ful * fled3d] adj. 4x1H&ER); i HIIZE; BT having reached full development; mature
sponsor [~ spansa]v. #H, )

acrobatic [ aekro * beetik] adj. i EEHE ALK

defy [d1 * fa1] v. PiH

stunt [stant] n. T AR, 4ty WEshiE
accustomed [o * kastemd] adj. *f.. 2R K), SHTF.LH
terrain [ " teren] n. HiJE; Hi3k

More Information
try your hand at something: 2 E AT to try doing something for the first time



