The Cheesiest Race on Earth RRER—EZFEF KR

British people love cheese. From Cheddar, Cheshire, and Red Leicester to Stilton, Wensleydale, and Double

Gloucester, UK citizens can’t resist a big hunk of cheese on a cracker. Combine a soft spot for delectable

dairy products with a pinch of English eccentricity, and what do you get? A cheese-rolling race, of course!

SENEXGER], MUNE. SEER. 208Ky Wit /R, SCHTEhtl . XUER ISR, B N TEikPiE
MeBtin b — KB A o X SRR I s A P 88 B b s BN AT 1R, diGiRke
FEATAWE? IR IR R RIS |

Despite a few-centuries-long history, Cooper’s Hill Cheese Rolling has only recently found modest global

fame. The annual event takes place at Cooper’s Hill in Brockworth, Gloucestershire, and it has been growing

in popularity in recent years. The cheese-chasing race that was not long ago just a bit of fun for the locals

now attracts 15,000 people to the site, and millions of viewers online.
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So, what’s all the fuss about? What exactly is cheese rolling? Basically, twenty or so participants gather,
often in fancy dress, at the start line on top of a very steep slope. An eight-pound round of Double
Gloucester cheese is released, and the enthusiastic competitors chase it down the precipitous hillside.
Reaching speeds of more than 100 km/h, the cheese won’t be caught. However, the first person to cross

the finish line will win the Double Gloucester.
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Don’t think though this is simply a question of running down a slope. The gradient of Cooper’s Hill is so
steep that it’s practically impossible to stay on your feet! Tumbling, head over feet and out of control, at
breakneck speeds, these participants are likely to get injured, and it’s a good job the ambulances are on
hand to cart them off to the hospital. Spectators know to stand back, because woe betide anyone who

tries to come between an Englishman and his cheese!
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— by Alice Davis
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Vocabulary

hunk [hank] n.okE, KA Btk

cracker [ * kraeke] n. CEERRT)D U
delectable [d1 ° Iektob!] adj. #FIZfK), HER
pinch [pint] n. (—) #&%, L&

eccentricity [ eksen ° trisetr] n. AT Sy Ek > 15
modest [ * madist] adj. Ak k (EZ) 1

fuss [fas] n.AToEL; KA/ MEs ANEERAE
fancy [ ° feenst] adj. HIEHI; TeEr; 1010
precipitous [pr1 * sipetes] adj. BV

gradient [ * gredont] n. 3%, HRLE

tumble [ > tamb!]v. IR F; BAE

breakneck [ * brek nek] adj. AFH G HAERIK
ambulance [ * eembjslans] n. K%

cart [kart] v. FEFHh (EEGIH) Z21%

Idiom

a soft spot for: [11] fw5Z 5 AN/H5Y) to feel a lot of affection for someone or something, often without knowing why
on hand: 7£Fi4, fEitkt present; available

stand back: f5iE,% 5 stay clear of, avoid

woe [wo] betide [br * tard]: K E 35 (5 L) misfortune will befall



