Portland Comes up Roses  FHEREBIHIGEE: WIFZHIT

“Of all flowers, methinks a rose is best,” wrote Shakespeare. It’s a sentiment that many share, for the noble
rose is indeed most beautiful in bloom, putting other flowers in the shade. But nowhere is the rose better

appreciated than in Portland, Oregon, as every year, the townspeople of the “City of Roses” come together

to celebrate the flower in all its glory.

DLW E R [P Rz F, BOANBEE RN . ZHRRFAE-RKEE, BN
e ot BB ST TR IR A2 e SRR, (A HARAE P A R e (B, 3 — N7 EAS B X I
PRF = R AR ECR OGS RS, [HORZ ] BN RS R AR 1 LU

Portland’s love affair with roses has its roots back in 1888 when a group of green thumbs established the

Portland Rose Society. Its members planted roses everywhere, and by 1905 the city boasted 200 miles of

rose-lined streets! Later! When World War | raged across the Atlantic, Portland became a sanctuary for
breeds of European hybrid roses that people feared could be destroyed. The rose garden, set up in 1915,

received roses from overseas and saved them from extinction.
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The first Portland Rose Festival was held in 1907 and featured a parade of horse-drawn floats. These days,

two million people descend on Portland at festival time. They are treated to the Grand Floral Parade, the
highlight of the festival and the second largest floral parade in the U.S. The Rose Festival also features
beauty queens, marching bands, dragon boat races, and firework displays. And, as roses are the ultimate
symbol of love, the Friday before the Grand Parade has become the time when men traditionally propose

to their loved ones.
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The 104th Rose Festival takes place in May and June this year, and the fragrant, white-petaled Sweet
Spotlight takes center stage as the event’s official rose. For these few weeks in Portland, life really is a bed
of roses!
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—by Alice Davis
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Vocabulary

methinks [m1 * 0 1nks] v.3048; HEIRE K
sentiment [ * sentement] n.& W, M A
rage [red3] v. JZIBEAT

sanctuary [ * saenktfs err] JFE AT, WEXE T
breed [brid] n. /i f

hybrid [ * hatbrid] n. 2432 #i4

float [flot] n. GiEATHIHID 84
ultimate [ Altemit] adj. & A, HPRA
propose [pro * poz] v.R (I%)

petal[ * pet!] n. £k

Idiom

in bloom [blum] #JF

put people or things in the shade: fi... /£t to be so interesting or so good that other similar people or things
seem less important by comparison

in all its glory: 76— /NEHELF. Pk, RINAIRA containing the best qualities of that certain something
love affair: (X EA)1)) HEZID6GE , A% , BE% a strong enthusiasm

green thumb: 5 YR A RE(1) ) an extraordinary ability to make plants grow well.

descend on: |4...... yHK..to arrive or come to someone or something in great numbers

take center stage: 1A #kUE H 145 £ to be the center of interest

a bed of roses: Rk A\ZE, &SI H4EVE a luxurious situation; an easy life



