Heading For The Finish Line  FEHTEE

Every summer, crowds of people gather along the winding roads of the French countryside to witness
something special. These fans will often wait for hours just to catch a glimpse of the world’s greatest

cyclists zooming past on their quest to win the pinnacle of all cycling events, the Tour de France.
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Interestingly enough, this prestigious event, which originated in 1903, began as a publicity stunt to save a
newspaper. The paper’s cycling journalist hatched the idea of holding a six-day race around France, hoping
to boost his newspaper’s sales. The gamble worked, as the epic event captured the interest of sports

enthusiasts and the Tour became a major annual race.
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Although the terrain changes from year to year, the course generally stretches over 3,600 kilometers and
takes approximately three weeks to complete. The race is broken down into stages, each of which lasts for
a day. The times taken to complete each stage are aggregated to determine who the leader is. Past winners

include France’s Jacques Anquetil, Belgium’s Eddy Merckx, and America’s Lance Armstrong, who won the

Tour a record seven times.
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This year, the 98th Tour began on July 2nd and will conclude on July 24th. Highlights include 6 mountain
stages and 4 summit finishes. Plus, riders must climb the dangerous Col du Galibier mountain pass not

once, but twice. And as usual, the race will conclude at the famous Champs-Elysees in Paris. So, be sure to

tune in as the stars of cycling put the pedal to the “medal” in hopes of taking home the first place trophy.
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— by Jamie Blackler
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Vocabulary

prestigious [pres " tid3tes] adj. HEE[FE | BUE]H
publicity [pab ° l1setr] n. =A%

stunt [stant] n. 5IAEHMEHE, 1Bk

terrain [~ teren] n. ¥

aggregate [ " aegrr get] v. &, Lt

summit [ samzt] n. TG

finish C(LUFESEM) n. HBEHTEL

trophy [ * trofr] n. 24 . K

More Information

quest [kwest] n 48 =; 1BK; v.93k, RK

pinnacle [ * pinak!] n. (FEFEWHE KT, &oA. BB 5 T, Tz
hatch [heet]] v. 55X

boost [bust] v. £z

Idiom

zoom past:JEFH PE AT to run or move past someone or something very rapidly

break down into: t...%fi# )k to divide something into smaller parts

put the pedal to the “medal”: s, %idew k. J54 put the pedal to the metal:

accelerator to the floor; to drive very fast

to press a car's



