San Fermin: It’s Unbelieva-bull! A% [4] 5, B¥REFHESFT

Every July, thousands of partygoers flocked to Pamplona, Spain to witness some unusual races. The runners
all dress in white, with bright red handkerchiefs tied around their necks for good luck. These people won’t
be racing for prize; they’ll be running for their lives. Suddenly, a loud explosion of fireworks marks the start
of the race, and a dozen bulls charge and chase the runners through the streets. It’s Spain’s most

dangerous and beloved festival, the Pamplona Bull Run.
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The first official Pamplona Bull Run was held in 1591 as part of a religious festival called San Fermin. During
the annual week-long festival, there are daily bull races starting at 8 a.m. Each run is three minutes of pure
madness, as 12 bulls run through the 825-meter street course, and contestants do their best to avoid them.
Runners will leap over fences or dive into windows and doorways, and the truly mad ones play matador

and attempt to dodge the 500 kg beasts as they rush by. At the end of each race, the bulls are corralled into
pens and transported to an arena where they will meet their demise in a bullfight. Although the majority of
participants manage to stay out of harm’s way, 15 people have died and 200 have been seriously injured
since 1924.
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Thankfully, you don’t have to run with the bulls to enjoy the festivities. Spectators can munch on crispy

bocadillos, sip sangria, and dance to the music of traditional Spanish brass bands. One thing is certain: the

Pamplona Bull Run will give any festival a run for its money — and that’s no bull!
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— by Jamie Blackler
Vocabulary

partygoer [~ partr gor] n. #EAZRKSHE
charge: [tfard3] v. [FIFI#F to rush forward in or as if in a violent attack
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pure[pjur] adj. FE4, 2K

course[kors] n. #&%k

contestant [kon " testont] n. &35 EH
dive[darv] v. BkA

matador [ * meetedor] n. -4+

dodge [dad3] v. Hikt

corral [ka ~reel] v. #E..... 8N (G [
pen [pen]n. (L&, &K

demise [d1 * marz] n. JE12; &Ik

munch [mantf] v. 37 R g

crispy [ * krisp1] adj. FEEAGEHY

bull: [bul] n. [{#] #Hii, J&iE foolish, deceitful, or boastful language

Idiom
flock [flak] to #4 4 fi &
give sth./sb. a run for its money: ANil- 3 st Nz 5 BU (Fm /& AT AHEE G 5#) to compete very strongly against

sth./sb. which is expected to win a competition



