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Nowadays, it’s easy to hear music wherever you go. All you have to do is turn on your MP3 player or the
nearest radio. But what did people who lived hundreds of years ago do if they wanted to listen to music?
Was the world back then full of silence? Thanks to an ingenious invention known as the music box, people

have been able to listen to music whenever they wanted for nearly two hundred years.
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A music box can defined as a case containing an apparatus for producing music mechanically. In other
words, it’s a box that can play music without needing electricity. Music boxes, however, did not gain mass
appeal until the 19th century, when Switzerland became the dominant manufacturer. During this period,
music boxes started popping up everywhere. They were even placed in public areas. Thanks to
interchangeable discs, some of the more advanced models could play a plethora of different songs. These
discs could be considered the world’s first CDs. Today, most music boxes are made by Japanese and Chinese

companies, with one Swiss company, Reuge, still maintaining a strong present in the industry.
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The popularity of music boxes has declined rapidly in the modern era, but that doesn’t mean they should
be forgotten. Because they have been made for such a long time, music boxes represent hundreds of years
of human civilization and history. So wind one up and listen to music the way people used to enjoy it in

days gone by.
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— by Baxley Aldworth

Vocabulary

ingenious [1n  d3injes] adj. ‘0 R FI5HT; HIMEREIIH
define [d1 * fain] v. F & X

mechanically [m1 * keenikalz] adv. HLK /5 THiHh


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_box
http://www.reuge.com/home

electricity [ilek  trrsetr] n. i/

appeal [o * pill n. 57

dominant [ * damenent] adj. L), ALY
interchangeable [ inte-  tfend3ab!] adj. A3/
advanced [ad * veenst] adj. JeHEM); mN
plethora [ pleBoro] n. £

Idiom

turn on: 477 to cause to begin the operation

pop up: I, KECTIEH T E) appear suddenly or unexpectedly
wind up: %% % to tighten the spring of (a clockwork mechanism)

go by: (f&mf[a))id %, JHH#L to elapse; pass



