Pandora’s Box I{THEZHHKIET

According to Greek myth, a Titan named Prometheus brought fire to mankind, an act that brought man
much power. Zeus, the king of the gods, decided to hit back. He wanted to fool men into accepting a gift, a
menacing present that would bring them misery. Fearful of his rage, men would accept nothing from him,

however, so Zeus devised a subtle plan.
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Zeus created the first woman, Pandora, and granted her many unique characteristics. He also gave her a
special box, but warned her not to open it. Pandora hid the box shortly after her marriage to Epimetheus,
the brother of Prometheus. But one of her unfortunate characteristics was curiosity. She tried to resist
temptation, but when she ultimately gave in and opened the box, she realized too late that she had made
a terrible mistake. For inside, Zeus had placed all that made men sorrowful. Zeus didn’t want men to live all
their lives in despair, however, so he added hope to the box. Then, no matter how difficult their lives

became, men would remain hopeful.
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Today, to say that you’ve “opened a Pandora’s box” means that you’ve begun a process that will have a bad
outcome. And once it is done, you cannot reverse the effects, just as mankind was unable to put all the evil

back into Pandora’s box.
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—by Seraphim Davidson

Vocabulary

rage [red3] n. (—[F) FEA&&, R
devise [d1 " vaiz] v. ¥it: K
temptation [temp " tefon] n. i
despair [d1 * sper] n. i
outcome [ * auvt kam] n. 4558, 455
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More Information

Titan [ " tartn] n. [###] FiH

Prometheus [pro ~ mi 0 jos] n. [#5##] &2 K&
Zeus [zjus] n. [A#Y 378 G AT A A F2 40
menacing [ ~ menisin] adj. K%K

subtle [ * satl] adj. RAEHI: K5

Pandora [peen " dors] n. [###] &2+ (E—ARBAMMPILZ IO
Epimetheus [,c po'miO ios] n. Z2H E 4 EJEE K A& T
give in: #[%, J#/lx abandon, surrender

grant [greent]v. 44T, % T

sorrowful [ * sarefel] adj. HEfGHI, 0K



