The Shuiyuan Market Building’s New Clothes KIERi BRI

A 60-year-old recently underwent a drastic makeover that has transformed it into one of Taipei’s most
stunning landmarks. In late May, Israeli artist Yaacov Agam unveiled his most recent artwork, The Heart of

the Fountainhead, on the walls of the Shuiyuan Market Building on Roosevelt Road. As is the case with all

of Agam’s work, it must be viewed from multiple angles if you want to see the whole picture.
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Agam was born in 1928 in Rishon LeZion, in what was then British-controlled Palestine. He became
interested in art as a boy and was drawn into the world of abstract creations. He would go on to become
one of the foremost figures in the world of kinetic art. Sculptures created by kinetic artists either move on

their own or appear to move when you look at them from different vantage points.
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The Heart of the Fountainhead, which was made from colored panels that cover the building’s air
conditioning units, is a perfect example of kinetic art. From the left of the artwork, viewers see a blue and
white grid with geometric shapes such as ovals, circles, and triangles scattered intermittently around the
design. From the right, a rainbow that coils toward a white center can be seen. Those who view the
artwork from below, directly in front of the piece, can see a mixture of these two compositions. Order and
chaos, yin and yang, night and day — all of these contrasting themes have a role to play in Agam’s latest
creation.
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Thanks to Agam, the Shuiyuan Market Building has become a benchmark for public art in Taiwan. Not only
will it attract more people to the market, it will also breathe new life into the country’s creative

community.
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—by Joe Henley

Vocabulary

makeover [ * mekove] n. (DUFIRMR. #ikA. fbthihds) 24
landmark [ * leend mark] n. Ciifi 5 WD Hiks
draw(dro] v. "5

abstract [ * sebstraekt] adj. fil1 %11

foremost [ * for most] adj. #xEE K]

panel [ * paen!] n. i BERR

oval [ ov!] adj. HHETEK

intermittently [inte- * mitantlz] adv. (A&
mixture [~ mikstfe] n. JB &, EA
composition [ kamps * zifen] n. &4 K
benchmark [ * bent] mark] n. JEu#E; 75

More Information

unveil [an ~ vel] v. FRXE T HBER

fountainhead [ * fauntin_hed] n. ¥k, /K&

kinetic [k1 * netik] adj. Zh#&sH

vantage point: (RS HEMIRI) HFIALE a place or position affording a good view
grid [grid] n. #&1; K%

geometric [d31e ~ metrik] adj. JU{TEEH

coil [kotll v. ¥, #%4%

breathe new life into something: 73 \#i% /7 to make something that was boring seem interesting again



