The Truth about Autism S<{fFEFRE. A EAJL

At first glance, John may seem like an ordinary three-year-old boy. But if you observe his behavior for a
brief time, it becomes apparent that he’s a special child. John has trouble interacting with the other kids in
class and shows little response to social stimuli. He’s slow to pick up on non-verbal communication and he
seldom makes eye contact with others. John suffers from autism, a neurological disorder that impairs his
social skills.
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Autism is a developmental disorder that stays with a person for their entire life. Males are four times more
likely to develop the disease than females. The cause of autism is unknown, but scientists believe it may be
due to a genetic mutation that occurs when the brain is in its first stages of development. Autism is
undetectable at birth, but symptoms do begin to emerge during the first three years of a child’s life.
Autistic people have a tendency to resist change and may demonstrate repetitive behavior patterns. For
example, they might become preoccupied with certain TV shows and watch them all day. They might also

repeat certain movements, such as rocking back and forth whenever they sit down.
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Due to the complex nature of autism, many people misunderstand the disorder. Instead of recognizing the
condition, people will often label an autistic person as strange or anti-social. As a result, many children
with autism grow up to be lonely as adults. Although there is no effective treatment for autism at present,
there is hope that a cure can be found in the future. Until then, we should accept autistic people for their

differences and provide them with plenty of love and support.
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— by Jamie Blackler

Vocabulary

response [r1 * spans] n. B, [, [E1%


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autism

stimulus [ * stimjsles] n. Hl# (% &: stimuli)

pickupon: [3€)[H] T3, =% to take into the mind and understand, typically with speed
verbal [~ vab!] adj. [k

disorder [dis " orda] n. XL, Kif; A&

undetectable [ Andr " tektob!] adj. AN

tendency [ tendenst] n. il; JElE; Ko

resist [r1 ~ zist] v. #kPi, &Pt Hiib

repetitive [r1 * petitiv] adj.  (f§3F) EEK . REW

be preoccupied with: 4= 5173 f; A## 1 engrossed or absorbed in something, esp one's own thoughts
recognize [ ° rekag narz] v. iAH, iR%]

label [ " leb!] v. W5 ... FIFR%E

anti-social [ zentr * sofol] adj. NEXNALAZN; At 2

More Information

autism [~ ottizem] n. HFIAE (Jufig )L RN IEAS 11 Aok 5 N @S2 IEH ARG R)
neurological [ njurs * lad3ziksl] adj. fHZ241F); FHE921

impair [1m  per] v. 1%, #if

mutation [mju " tefon] n. A&f, AR

autistic [o ° tistik] adj. HHIEM

misunderstand [ * misande ~ steend] v. R, iR



