When Fashion is Big, Beautiful ..... and Wooly EZ&EFRE 1 XX
If you bought S.H.E.’s latest album, SHERO, you might have noticed the unusual, cloud-like dresses that
Selina, Hebe, and Ella are wearing in the cover art. If that’s the case, you're already familiar with the

creations of Johan Ku, a Taiwanese fashion designer with a refreshingly different aesthetic.
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Ku was raised in the Jingmei area of Taipei by his mother. At age 17, he started a career as a graphic
designer, but this ambition was shortlived. Ku quickly realized he had a more artistic calling in life, which
prompted him to enroll as a fashion student. Over the course of his BA and MA studies, he won a multitude
of fashion design awards. In 2005, he established his own studio in Taipei, and showed off his work at Hong

Kong Fashion Week in 2007. And, right now, Ku’s distinct dress designs are capturing the imaginations of

fashionistas everywhere.
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Ku’s signature sculptured dresses are made by knitting and crocheting very thick wool. This creates the
volume required for his avant-garde collections, “Emotional Sculpture.” It might seem like a curious choice
of material, yet for Ku, the wool is not only ideal for his 3D designs, but also makes a statement against

“mass-production and popular fashion.”
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Now residing in Britain, Ku’s plan for his future are as big as his designs. With plans to return to —and
conquer — the fashion capital, New York, and an autobiography already released, things are going from
strength to strength. International fashion industry heavyweights refer to him as the “Glory of Taiwan” and,

if S.H.E. are wearing his designs, it must be true!
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—by Alice Davis
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Vocabulary

creation [kr1 ~ efon] n. fli; AIfFE

career [ko " rrr] n. (X E(F)) B

show off: ZHE (SILLEZEMATE) . ZHE (34) to display or behave in an ostentatious or conspicuous way
distinct [d1 ° stinkt] adj. 5HANAFER, A XHH
signature [ ~ signatfe] n. CAEIID RAkRE, RHIE
sculptured [ * skalptfe-d] adj. BEZIfK; HESE K

knit [n1t] v. 42!

collection [ke " lekfon] n. 1Fih%E

production [pro * dakfen] n. 4=~

reside [r1 * zard] v. 13, JE{E

autobiography [ otebar * agrefi] n. H1%

go from strength to strength: ‘Il K to become better and better or more and more successful

More Information

cover art H[HIZAR; H

aesthetic [es * 0 etik] n. 352%%; ZE2bnifE; #HEM

graphic [ * greefik] designer ~F- i 1 ¥% i &

shortlived [ ~ fort * latvd] adj. FEari; &K

fashionista[ feefo " nista] n. B AN CHSRINEPRIEIE SR Z2 5T, TMEEEH SN EIFIR S5 FHIAN)
crochet [kro ~ [e] v. F#%H4m43

avant-garde [avan " gard] n. (ZIRFY S, 17 TLR; adj. #57EH
heavyweight [ * hevi wet] n. EEHZAY) . HEMIAY
calling [ * kolmn] n. (ANSEIFEM TARR)) smZ403h; {6k

refer to: %3 ¢/ describe



