Outlandish Octopuses % &= %1% />

There are few creatures that spark our imagination like octopuses. With two wide, staring eyes, a big

bulbous head, and eight slimy tentacles, they are unlike any other beast on Earth.
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There are many different kinds of octopus. The largest is the giant Pacific octopus, which can grow to be 9

meters across and weigh as much as 270 kilograms. By contrast, the blue-ringed octopus is tiny — just the

size of a man’s hand — but it can kill an adult in minutes with its poisonous saliva.
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Perhaps the most interesting thing about octopuses is the way they avoid predators. Octopuses can
magically change their skin color to blend in with their surroundings. This usually leaves their pursuer
wondering where they went, but if not, octopuses have a backup plan. They can squirt a cloud of black ink
to impair their attackers’ vision and dull their sense of smell. Their soft bodies can squeeze into incredibly
small cracks or holes where the predators are unable to follow. And if the attacker does wound the octopus,
it’s not the end of the world. Octopuses can regenerate their arms without suffering any permanent

damage.
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In addition to their unique physical gifts, octopuses also possess a sharp intellect. They can be taught to
open jars, navigate mazes, and even play with a Rubik’s Cube. It’s been reported that they can mimic the
actions of other octopuses, and escape from their tanks by using their keen problem-solving skills. Due to

their many odd talents, you’ve got to hand it to octopuses.
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— by Jamie Blackler

Vocabulary


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enteroctopus_dofleini
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue-ringed_octopus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rubik's_Cube

spark [spark] v. B4Jih; ik

poisonous [~ porznes] adj. 5 E (¥

predator [ * predste] n. SRIZIY; G H
blend in: f@i#; fi\ cause (something) to be mixed with (something else)
backup [ * baek Ap] adj. #% K

squeeze [skwiz] v. #EH, FFH

crack [kraek] n. %44%, 4R

wound [wund] v. {E5215; 145

regenerate [r1 ° d3enertt] v. E#; FHA
permanent [ pamenent] adj. KA, KIEM
possess [pe " zes|v. i, A BB
navigate [ * naeve get] v. Sfii; (h...) K517
mimic [~ mimik] v. Bfjj

More Information

outlandish [aut * lzend1f] adj. &%)
bulbous [ * balbas] adj. |5 X i
slimy [ * slaim1] adj. i H
tentacle [ ° tentok!] n. filZil, fib T, filff
saliva [se " latve] n. ¥, MEV

squirt [skwat] v. Wi, mEH

impair [1m ~ per]v. Hl55; >

dull [dal] v. F58; fEiR4E

maze [mez] n. &5

keen [kin] adj. i, BEER

hand it to somebody: %45 A\ CIN %37, H &5 AMIE A to recognize that someone deserves respect for what

they did



