Miniature Art, Maximum Skill B2, ZEZA

IF you study Michelangelo’s David or Auguste Rodin’s The Thinker, it’s apparent that master sculptors must

possess a steady hand as well as keen eye for detail. So, just imagine the incredible skill set that’s required
to create sculptures that are smaller than your fingertip. In this art form, known as microscopic-carving,

there is never any room for error.
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The earliest microscopic-carvings ever discovered are over 3,000 years old. They were created by ancient
Chinese who carved designs on bones and tortoise shells. These early practitioners often used gigong to
control their breathing, ensuring that they wouldn’t get jittery and make a stroke that would destroy their
work. A modern day master at the forefront of miniature art is a 49-year-old Brazilian carpenter named
Dalton Ghetti. But instead of shells or bones, Ghetti has made his mark by carving sculptures on pencil tips.

He stumbled upon this unusual medium when he was looking for a challenge as a student.
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Ghetti uses three tools to make his minute masterpieces: a razor blade, a sculpting knife, and a sewing
needle. He makes microscopic lines and scratches with one hand, while the other hand slowly turns the
pencil. Over the years, Ghetti has created an assortment of incredible sculptures. Although his works are
extremely small, sometimes they demand large time commitments. One pencil sculpture, which featured

complex interlinking chains, took him two-and-a-half years to finish.
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Like many artists, Ghetti is not in it for the money. In fact, he prefers to give his works away to his friends
instead of selling them. But if he ever changes his mind, those tiny trinkets are sure to bring in a small

fortune.
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— by Jamie Blackler
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Vocabulary

maximum [ * maeksemeam] adj. fKHI: RZH; Bl
steady [ * stedr] adj. faE ), “FAaR

keen [kin] adj. i

ensure [1n ° fur] v. fRiF; B4R

destroy [d1 * stro1] v. 3K, IR

forefront [~ for frant] n. 4t T4 % HuA7

fortune [~ fortfon] n. M7=, W&

stumble across/on/upon sth/sb: EsR%f W, #i15% 8 to discover something by chance, or to meet someone
by chance

incredible [in ~ kredeb!] adj. [ #ELLEET: AR
demand [d1 " meend]v. FE

commitment[ks * mitment] n. #k&

More Information

miniature [ * mintatfe] adj. NRKI; MK

microscopic [ * markra " skapik] adj. /M

practitioner [preek " tifone] n. WFHE, S2EkE

qigong <3

jittery [ dzrter] adj. £ EER; Lk

stroke [strok] n. —2&; —JJ a sudden action or process having a strong impact or effect
carpenter [ karpanta] n. KT, K[F

minute [ * mintt] adj. /MK

scratch[skreetf] v. ZIH!

assortment [o * sortment] n. &\ & FER U IR G

init: \FT; &% Austral informal joining in; taking part
trinket [~ trinkt] n. /N BEMY R

medium [ * midtem] n. CEAREUERHE) #k

tortoise [ " tortes] n. i, Zff



