Feathered Friends Who Love to Chat

When most people consider getting a pet, cats, dogs, and goldfish immediately spring to mind. But only
one creature, which is often overlooked, has the capacity to speak back to its owners in human language.

It’s our miraculous fine feathered friend, the parrot.
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With their long, curved beaks and rainbow-colored feathers, these exotic birds initially caught people’s eye
back in ancient times. At first, people would pluck their feathers and use them in religious ceremonies or as

decorations. But once people realized parrots’ intelligence, they began keeping them as pets.
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In total, there are over 350 parrot species and most possess a keen intellect. African Grey Parrots can

understand thousands of spoken commands and can even form basic sentences. One gifted example,
named N’kisi, even learned to speak using the correct tense. In scientific studies, Kea Parrots demonstrated

the ability to solve puzzles and operate basic tools.
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As a result of their incredible brain power and linguistic talents, parrots always seem to be popping up in
the media. In 2008, Yosuke, a stray parrot in Japan, managed to talk its way home. After it was captured by
an animal clinic, the clever bird started repeating its name and address. Recently, a South American parrot
named Lorenzo also made headlines when he was arrested for helping drug dealers escape from the law.
When the police showed up to bust the dealers at their hideout, Lorenzo warned them, “Run, run, or the
cat will get you!” Although parrots may occasionally ruffle some feathers, these talented birds have proven

time and again that they’re the Einsteins of the animal kingdom.

H1 T 58 RE B A AW I D FIE 5 R Ay, AT R R AR B 2008 4 H A HUE R RS RG T
SRR — KM TR R M KR . a2 rliea iy, X RIEW RS AR R E S E H AT
Adht o AL AT — R R S S RG B AE e B 8 Sk S, A1 345 B il e 2 e o e i e 3 4
2 G HUAE 7 R B AL VR 25 B BT RN, BB R . [ 60, R, AR 2 T ARAT
HIREGRE A /R ORI BN R, RIS )L C A EEE B AT T B ) 2 IR T4

— by Jamie Blackler
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Vocabulary

creature [ " kritfe] n. 4

overlook [ ove " luk] v. Bif: ZH%
miraculous [m1 ° reekjoles] adj. %)
parrot [ paerot] n. %t

beak [bik] n. &1

exotic [eg ° zatik] adj. #MKH; SME =
pluck [plAk] v. #...... &

decoration [ deko " refon] n. iy, B
intelligence [1n " telodzens] n. % Jy; Hfi# /)
keen [kin] adj. i), B

intellect [ * int! ekt] n. %

command [ke * meend] n. 4

gifted [ grftid] adj. HRK%EH, AR
tense [tens] n. (FhiA ) B4

linguistic [lzn * gwistik] adj. &S

stray [stre] adj. KEH, ERH

drug dealer & /il dE

bust [bast] v. i#ifi; A

hideout: ['hard aut] n. [&E 4k a place of shelter or concealment

ruffle [ > rafl] v. £4; FEkE

More Information

spring to mind: 74k 4H 3| to appear suddenly or immediately in your thoughts
catch one’s eye: JEF 5|t A ffiEE to attract one’s attention

pop up: L, KAJLHEEFEED) appear suddenly or unexpectedly

show up: H¥, FEII to put in an appearance; arrive

ruffle someone’s feathers: EJLEAHE A to irritate or annoy someone

time and again: £k very often



