Rocking and Rolling Across Death Valley k&l ? !

From an early age, we are taught certain undeniable truths about life. But every now and then, scientists
uncover something that makes us reexamine our understanding of reality. Since prehistoric times, it has
been considered common knowledge that rocks are stationary objects that stay put for thousands of years,

barring some natural disaster or human intervention. But perhaps that’s not completely accurate.
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Sailing stones are a geological phenomenon that occurs in Death Valley, California. Here, a group of large
rocks has inexplicably moved across the desert on its own. The first sailing stones were discovered in 1948,
when researchers noticed the tracks of several large rocks across the valley floor. Later, in 1972, two
geologists created a special program to monitor the movement of 30 stones. In the first winter, ten of these
stones changed position — one even moved 212 feet! Over the course of the next six years, all but two

shifted their positions.
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To this day, no one has witnessed sailing stones in motion, so researchers are still unsure as to what forces
move them and how fast they travel. Yet there are several theories about what causes their journeys across
the desert. Some people believe it is due to extraterrestrial visits or supernatural forces. Many scientists
believe the rocks’ movements are caused by a combination of typhoon-like winds, heavy rainfall, and
sheets of ice that float across the desert floor. But until one of these sailing stones is caught on video or

observed firsthand, we can’t know for sure.
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— by Jamie Blackler

Vocabulary

stationary [ " stefon er1] adj. AzhH)


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death_Valley

barring [ * barin prep. F...... PL4b unless (something) occurs; except for
intervention [ inte- * venfon] n. M A; T

inexplicably [1n * eksplikabli] adv. JGikiaiH ;i DAPE R Hb

geologist [d31 * alodzist] n. 1245

shift [ift] v. #3h, W

extraterrestrial [ ekstroto'restrial] adj. HiERAME; FH K
supernatural [ supa-  naetforal] adj. # [H R

rainfall [ > ren foll n. P&, T/

More Information

every now and then: /R, H il occasionally

stay put: [ 0] ReEEFEA; BEEM, [E5E A3 to remain in a fixed or established position
over (or in) the course of 7£...idf&

asto & F; X T



