Graceful Glasswing Butterflies ZitkFsR: HiFig

We may shrink from spiders, cockroaches, and other bugs, but the butterfly captivates us all. Its intriguing
life cycle — from caterpillar to pupa to fabulous creature —is one of nature’s great wonders. There are as
many as 20,000 species of butterfly. Some of them are known for long migrations while others are admired

simply for their beauty. These winged insects enchant people everywhere.
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In the forests of Central America lives a particular unusual type of butterfly, but even if you travel there,

you'd still have to be very fortunate to see one. Glasswing butterflies, or Greta oto, can be found from

Panama to Mexico, but their translucent wings make them very difficult to spot. Instead of the attractive,
colored tissues that characterize the wings of most species, the wing tissue of the Greta oto is clear, and
almost invisible to the human eye. Although you can see the dark borders of the wings, and the veins that
run between, the wing tissue itself is see-through. The delicate appearance of these remarkable butterflies

is misleading, though, as the Glasswing is just as strong as any other species.
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As the Glasswing is difficult to see, it is relatively safe from predators. The caterpillars are safe, too, as they
hatch from eggs laid on the poisonous nightshade plant. The caterpillars feed on this toxic plant and are

thus unappetizing to hungry rain forest animals in need of a snack.
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Looking almost like a butterfly stencil, the Glasswing is an extraordinary insect. You’d have to be patient to

spot one, but it would surely be worth the wait.
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—by Alice Davis


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_America
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greta_oto
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solanaceae
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