Shakespeare’s Globe: A Theater For All KIS AREBE: L HHLIEIHABREIRE

For the elites and the poor alike, a trip to the theater in early-16th-century London was guaranteed to be a

wild and wonderful experience. If you were heading to the Globe Theater to catch William Shakespeare’s

latest play, it would need to have been a fine, dry afternoon because the famous amphitheatre had no
lighting and no roof above the stage. There’d be no sets either, the actors signaled scene changes in their
speeches. The whole event could get pretty wild, too, as people often drank, jeered, argued, and fought.

After the performance, there might even be some bear baiting or cock fighting to entertain the spectators.
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The original Globe, part-owned by Shakespeare himself, opened in 1599, and it was an immediate success.
The round, open-air theater got the nickname the “Wooden O,” and staged many of the Bard’s play. Inside,
the stage was surrounded by a standing area. People who watched from the “pit” paid a penny for their
tickets. The seated galleries were more expensive, accommodating the higher classes. Flying above the
Globe, a colored flag would indicate what play would be performed that day: a black flag for tragedy, white

for comedy, or red for historical drama.
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Due to a major prop malfunction in 1613 —a cannon set fire to the Globe’s thatched roof above galleries —
the playhouse burned to the ground. Although it was quickly reconstructed, it would not last. In 1642, the
Puritans shut down the theater, and it was torn down two years later. Not until 1997 was the legendary
Globe Theatre rebuilt, designed to look as close to the original as possible. So, theatergoers today can
enjoy Shakespeare’s play just as people did over 400 years ago. However, you might have to pay more than

a penny to get in — and there won’t be any bear baiting!
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—by Alice Davis
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pit [pit] n. (FI3%) #FIET (Jt48J5H) Chiefly British The ground floor of a theater behind the stalls
prop [prap] n.ig &

thatched [0zt(t] adj. &5 )

Puritan [ * pjuretn] n. & #4E

theatergoer[ * 0 1ste- goa] n. L HFERMIN; BERKMA

More Information

bear baiting: :}-f& an entertainment in which dogs attacked and enraged a chained bear
shut down: <[4 cease to operate or cause to cease operating

tear down: ##:, #5 to demolish



