The Weird and Wonderful World of Dali i&A| ) A8 H 7L

Throughout history, few painters have painted with such zest and originality as Salvador Dali. Dali was born
in Figueres, Spain in 1904. As a boy, his parents convinced Dali that he was the reincarnation of his brother,
who died before Dali’s birth. Perhaps this was the catalyst for the eccentric behavior that would later make

Dali famous. At age 21, he enrolled at the Academia de San Fernando in Madrid. But his time there was

short, as Dali was expelled for refusing to take his final exams, claiming his professors weren’t qualified
enough to judge his work. But his dismissal wouldn’t affect his career, and soon after he would achieve
public success.
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Aside from his innovative work, Dali stood out for his unusual appearance. He wore his hair and sideburns
long, dressed in stockings and knee breeches, and sported a pencil-thin mustache that would become his
trademark. Similarly, Dali’s work was a bit off the wall. His paintings were full of symbolism and filled with
bizarre images from his overactive imagination. Elephants with skinny legs, tigers leaping from fish mouths,

and humans hatching from eggs were just some of the weird themes featured in his work.
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Although he created many masterpieces, The Persistence of Memory is considered his seminal work. It

depicts a collection of soft pocket watches melting in the desert. Some believe it symbolizes the eventual
collapse of time and cosmic order. But, when questioned, Dali claimed his muse was a piece of camembert
cheese, melting in the sun. When it comes to clever, bold, unconventional art, few artists can hold a
candle to Salvador Dali.
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zest [zest] n.uly; L
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originality [o r1d3e * neeletr] n.6/i& 77; Mk
reincarnation [ ritnkar * nefen] n.fb & it

catalyst [ ° keetolzst] n.fiE 4L 77, ¥ (Bt KE
eccentric [k ~ sentrik] adj. (A, 1785 SRR, KEK
enroll [in “roll v.Z s A%, M AR, NAE

expel [1k * spel] v.OKiZ, #iE

dismissal [d1s * m1s!] n. %81, JFE&

sideburns [ * said banz] n. (%) #EEHT

bizarre [b1 * zar] adj. % 7 H; FFIFHK

overactive [ ove- * aektv] adj. i TIE R, TG BRI AN IE % 1)
cosmic [~ kazmik] adj. F-EH

muse: [mjuz] n. R& (YR a source of inspiration
unconventional [ Anken * venfen!] adj ANMEAEBIH; AFFESIBR BT R

Idiom

aside from: [&itt2 4h excluding; except for

stand out: ZXi, .7 to be conspicuous, distinctive, or prominent

knee breeches [ * britfiz]: K & JE# ) S 4% trousers extending down to or just below the knee

off the wall: =73 1; JEJLI very unconventional or unusual

seminal work: fFEAE; faEHEME S A work from which other works grow. The term usually refers to an
intellectual or artistic achievement whose ideas and techniques have been adopted or responded to in
later works by other people, either in the same field or in the general culture.

when it comes to: 43 ..., k...l as for something; speaking about something

hold a candle to: tt75 I, 7] LAY ... UL [to be] equal to someone; able to measure up to someone; as good as



