Horsing Around in the Sea B2 H7T: Y

Aguariums are filled with a colorful and diverse array of aquatic life forms. But if you look carefully, in the
depths of the tank, you may spot a creature that looks as though it could gallop as well as swim. It’s the

seahorse — one of nature’s most fascinating creatures.
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Seahorses can be found around tropical coral reefs throughout the world. The name comes from its
unusual head, which bears a striking resemblance to that of a horse. Unlike other fish, their bodies are
covered with spiked, bony plates instead of scales. The plates protect seahorse and also help to
camouflage them when danger is near, as they can be mistaken for twigs. Seahorses also have the ability to
change their skin color. In addition, they can use their curved tails to anchor themselves to seaweed, and

appear to be part of the plant. In combination, these traits make them masters at being incognito.
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However, the most astonishing attribute of seahorses is their mating process, as males are responsible for
bearing children. During reproduction, the female lays as many as 2,000 eggs into the male’s stomach

pouch. Then, the male carries them around until the eggs hatch, weeks later, and swim away.
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As a species, seahorses face many threats in modern times. Their habitats are deteriorating, due to
pollution and overfishing. They are also a hot commodity in traditional Chinese medicine, which is causing
their population to dwindle further. Hopefully, environmentalists can convince fishermen to hold their

horses on capturing seahorses, so these tiny trotters can continue to race across the sea.
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— by Jamie Blackler

Vocabulary


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seahorse
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coral_reef

diverse [da1 ~ vas] adj. ZMZEER; AFEK

array [e're] n. K& [S][ (+of) ]

gallop [~ geelep] n. v b, K

spiked [spaikt] adj.3E 5 241

camouflage [ * kaeme flaz] v. n.fh%, ik

twig [twig] n. 40k:, kL

anchor [~ @enke]v. [z, #iE

seaweed [ " siwid] n. 5, W, #H

trait [tret] n. 451E, HF

incognito [1n * kagni to] adj. L3, BREE k4 541
mating [~ metin] n. [3)] %hC

pouch [paut]] n. [3)] FJLE

deteriorate [d1 " trr1o ret] v. S%4k: JFRE (EE) TR
dwindle [ * dwnd!] v. #r#El: A&/

trotter [~ trate] n. /NEUB IS PUBEMA

Idiom
bear a resemblance to: 5....#f{tl to have a degree of similarity to someone or something
hold one’s horses: [11] %—F; Zfif(Ed=hl) A Cr#4E to stop; halt



