The Church Built on Collaboration FH#if I RFEM T—EEF R ERE

In the center of Barcelona, the eight finished spires of La Sagrada Familia reach from the city skyline up

toward the heavens. This Gothic church, though still incomplete, is a most intriguing piece of architecture,
bursting with religious symbolism. Heavily ornate outside and in, it’s as if not a single inch of church wall is

left uncarved or unadorned.
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This is no ordinary Roman Catholic church. Construction began on La Sagrada Familia in 1882, and the
project was — and still is -funded by public donations. In 1883, the esteemed Antoni Gaudi stepped in. He
made comprehensive changes to the plans, and from this point on, the church would have Gaudi’s name all
over it. Passionately, he threw himself into this grand design, even living in an on-site studio. Gaudi’s vision
was ambitious and magnificent, and work continues to this day to complete La Sagrada Familia as he

originally imagined it.
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The church’s design represents the life of Jesus Christ. On completion, it will boast 18 spires, which will

represent the twelve Apostles, the four Evangelists, the Virgin Mary, and Jesus. It has three facades. The

Nativity Facade represents the birth of Jesus. The Passion Facade depicts the crucifixion and the suffering

of Jesus. The Glory Facade represents the road to God and heavenly glory.
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The majestic and intricate design has been under construction for more than a century. It is hoped it will be
finished by 2026, the hundred-year anniversary of Gaudi’s death. But, let’s not forget that throughout these
many decades, the construction of the church has been a collaboration of generations — sculptures and

architects, craftspeople and artists, laborers and builders, and, of course, the people of Barcelona.
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— by Alice Davis

Vocabulary

spire [sparr] n.228% 5 Z2TH

La Sagrada Familia %5

intriguing [in‘trigin] a. [ &R, e A ERHTT ) 5 REEFET LY, 2 ARRELERHY
bursting ['bastin] adj. 7Y 5 FEEAY

symbolism ['stmb! 1zem] n. S2E{EH ; S

ornate [or'net] adj. HEEFEEREAY 5 W BERRY

unadorned [ Ana'dornd] adj. ARLKEEETHY 5 EARAY 5 BEZERY

esteemed [o'stimd] adj. = A iy

comprehensive [ kamprr'hensiv] adj. ESHY ; BT 5 4241
passionately [ psefonrtlr] adv. EEHY 5 &

on-site: #{% taking place or located at the site

Apostle [o'pas!] n. (A-) (EBHY) (#4E  +EMEZ — 5 HEhEs
evangelist [1'veend3alist] n. 1EZ{EHEE

Virgin Mary S2:1FaE (HRAREVE 2 &F)

facade [fo'sad] n. (FZEYMY) 1EH © AiIHE

Nativity [ne'tivetr] n. (K%) HRfRAVEIEAE 5 HRfR3EA: [ [the S]

crucifixion [ krusa'fikfan] n. $J3EA 722

collaboration [ks leeba'refen] n. [ JCHSAERIEE . EiirETHEAY ) &E, WHE
craftspeople ['kreeftspip!] n. T[F : F-#iA

Idiom
step in: #&FF7H 5 /1 A Informal to intervene or involve oneself, esp dramatically or at a senior level

as: prep. in a manner similar to; the same as



