Camouflage: Unseen Soldiers [ =B H%LIa%

Armies around the world may vary in size and strength, but there is one thing they all seem to have in
common. Whenever soldiers head into battle, they do so draped in camouflage uniforms. These deceptive

color patterns help modern-day warriors stay out of harm’s way when danger draws near.
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Camouflage helps people blend in with their surroundings by making them appear to merge with
whatever is around them, thus becoming harder to see. The Chinese were the first to use camouflage
uniforms in battle, during the Song Dynasty. The difference was that the red uniforms worn by Chinese
soldiers a thousand years ago were meant not to disguise them, but to stop the enemy from seeing their

blood or injuries.
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The dull colors of modern camouflage first made an appearance on British soldiers during the 17th century.
By 1857, British forces in India were using colored inks, and even tea, coffee, or mud to dye their uniforms
to match the landscape. By World War |, the familiar green camouflage uniforms had become the norm,
and experts such as professional artists and designers were brought in to design the perfect patterns to
help soldiers hide.
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World War Il marked the first time camouflage uniforms were mass-produced for all soldiers, rather than
just special units. The most recent innovation, is digital camouflage, which utilizes digitally designed

micro-patterns to make the outlines of soldiers even harder to apply. It’s all part of the ongoing evolution

of this innovative tool of war that helps keep soldiers out of sight, and out of the line of fire.
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—by Joe Henley

Vocabulary

stay out of harm’s way : 9/ /& not liable to be harmed; away from any causes of harm


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Song_Dynasty
http://basstar.deviantart.com/art/Micro-Patterns-74512283

draw near #:iI, *EiT to approach

blend in with 5...1# to combine nicely with something; to mix well with something
surroundings [so " raundinz] n. ¥, JEEEY

merge [mad3] with 5... &7

disguise [d1s * gaiz] v. fEifi, B, 73

dye [dar] v. 4%, 4.5 B

innovation [ 1ne " vefon] n. #¥r, MIE

outline [~ aut latn] n. 4ME: %

evolution [eve " lufen] n. KJE, #HE

More Information

vary [ " vert]v. (i) MR AEARIFEZ b

drape [drep] v. (HIT#MIAR) B, o5, 2&if

camouflage [ ~ keemo flaz] n. %, i

uniform [ " juns form] n. #lfk: ZEHR

deceptive [d1 * septrv] adj. B A &SRS

dull [dal] adj. BERERT; ToEEER

make an appearance : i, 1% to appear; to appear in a performance
norm [norm] n. #Eu#E; #iE

bring in : =i1; A bring in a new person or object into a familiar environment
mass-produce [ - maspro " djus] v. KEA 7, A

digital camouflage *ifiiik%

utilize [ * jut! a1z] v. F|H

micro-#& "N, "

ongoing [ * an goin] adj. #EATHK; ANAIKTY

mean [min]v. &



